
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Project Live Well?  

Project Live Well is an all-encompassing theme we are embracing for all of 2019.  

 “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”  John 10:10 

 

We believe that as we seek to: 

 Serve with Love, Connect in Faith, and Share our Story …  

a life well-lived emerges. 
 

This year, you can expect many exciting things happening – all focused on living well. 

This includes:  

• Service opportunities 

• Project Live Well Lenten Study 

• Wellness activities 

• Fun fellowship events (Like our Hoedown in January) 

 

Project Live Well Lenten Study  

Sign up begins on February 3 for our Project Live Well Lenten Study – you’ll be able to 

sign up online, in person or via a registration form. We’ll take a deep dive into what 

living well means, including how best to serve with love, connect in faith and share our 

story. This study will act as a springboard for the rest of the year – so please join us! For 

more details, turn to page 3.  
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Odds and Ends – Sometimes when I sit down to write, I find myself with a pesky 

case of what I call “monkey mind.”  My mind just jumps from one idea or 

thought to another.  And trying to get that monkey mind to settle down becomes 

a game of chase, as I hop from topic to topic but just can’t seem to stay with 

one.  So I offer a few odds and ends this month, a few of those topics with which 

my monkey mind is playing. 

Advent and Christmas Eve – To try and list each and every person who had 

some part in making our holy seasons of Advent and Christmas happen would 

likely fill a couple pages of this newsletter.  And likely it would be incomplete, 

because so many of you make the holiday season happen in your own little cor-

ners of the world, outside the church walls.  With that in mind, here is a broad thank you to:  lay wor-

ship leaders, choirs, deacons, ushers, deaconesses, welcomers, decorators, bulletin and newsletter 

folders, Christmas gift wrappers, Christmas gift organizers and deliverers, meal preparers, special 

musicians, helpers who setup and take down stables and pageant sets, videographers and photogra-

phers, sound technicians, drivers, parking lot hosts, carolers, coffee makers, cookie bakers and buyers, 

and helpers who lent a hand whenever and wherever it was needed.   

Thank you for the many ways you made the season of welcome and hope come alive in so 

many ways in the life of our congregation.  Thank you for letting the Light of God shine in and 

through you as together, with those in our church community and the broader Hudson community, 

we celebrated God’s love made flesh in the Child of Bethlehem.  May the joy of Christmas remain 

with you throughout the year. 

Project Live Well – You’ll soon be hearing more about Project Live Well—the lens through which we 

hope you’ll more intentionally examine and live out your faith and life in the coming year.  Jesus 

promised us, and all, life abundant (John 10:10), so how do we more intentionally seek it?  How do 

we do so on our own and together as a community of faith?  What might 2019 hold for us if we pur-

sue a life well-lived…with God, with Jesus, with each other, with neighbors and strangers?  Stay 

tuned in the weeks ahead to learn more about the Project and find out how you can be part of it.  I 

look forward to joining you all!    

Love Day – My daughter loves the PBS show Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood, which is based off the great 

classic Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood, a show I loved when I was a child.  She recently watched an epi-

sode about Love Day, which is the show’s way of talking about Valentine’s Day.  Throughout the epi-

sode, Daniel Tiger and his friends are encouraged to find the way special to each one of them through 

which they can show they care about family members and friends.  Perhaps it’s through a dance or 

song, or a homemade present.  Each character receives the affirmation that they have a special way of 

showing love or care that is unique to them; that they can show love in a way that is authentic and 

thoughtful and real for them.  This is what makes the expression of love genuine and meaningful and 

true—for both the one giving and the one receiving.     

            It’s a sweet episode that helps young children grasp and embrace the true spirit of Valentine’s 

Day—that we show our love to friends and family we care about.  I couldn’t help but draw a parallel 

to faith:  God calls us to show our love for one another, each and every day, and to do so because we 

each have special ways of caring that the world needs.  Some of us can cook quite well for a neighbor 

in need of a meal; others do better stopping by the prepared foods section in the grocery store and 

delivering it to the front door.  Some of us have a way with words and a presence that brings hope 

and calm; others of us do better putting our care into action by shoveling a neighbor’s sidewalk or 

running errands for them.  Whatever our gift, skill, or interest, it can become a vehicle of love as we 

seek to make every day Love Day.     

Winter Blessings, Jeanette 
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My Friends,  

I want to invite you to connect  

more deeply,  

more fully, 

more abundantly, 

in your faith this Lent 

by participating in a  

Project Live Well Lenten Group!  

 

This year, in addition to offering small groups,   

we will also be offering two large group options, 

because we recognize that small groups  

aren’t for everyone!  

 

The first Large Group option will be on Tuesdays 

from 1:30-2:30 pm at Laurel Lake in the Mixing Room.  

Even though we will be meeting at Laurel Lake,  

this group is open to anyone who wants to participate.  

 

The second Large Group option will be on Sundays  

from 5:00-6:30 pm at First Congregational Church  

and programming for children K-5th will be provided.  

Our hope, by providing children’s programming,  

is that this can be a good option for any and all.  

Starting Sunday, February 3 you can sign-up the following ways: 

• Sunday Morning: Via Connection Card or Fellowship Hall 

• During the Week: Stop by the Church Office  

• Pretty much anytime: Online at Signup Genius 

If you have any questions about the Project Live Well Groups, 

please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Again, I want to invite you 

in joining me in connecting  

more deeply,  

more fully,  

more abundantly, 

in faith this Lent 

by joining  

a Project Live Well Lenten Group.  

Blessings, Steve 
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Adult Faith Formation opportunities in 2019 will be guided by the following PROJECT Live Well  

concepts:  1. Serve with Love; 2. Connect in Faith; and 3. Share Our Story. 
 

The JourneyMen Sunrise Breakfast: All men are invited to fellowship at a Sunrise Break-

fast meeting, 6:30 am on Friday, February 1 at Yours Truly restaurant. Come join us, too, for spontane-

ous “Thirsty Thursdays” and service. Contact Trip Kern: Trip.Kern@gmail.com. 

Pathfinders: Join us Sunday, February 3, 9:00 - 10:15 am or any week in the third floor Chapel, as 

we engage in inspiring, challenging, and informative member-led studies using a variety of books and 

DVD series. Contact Marie Libby: mclibby64@aol.com. 

Congregational Conversations: This weekly Bible study led by Rev. Steve Hockstra meets on 

Tuesdays, February 5 - 26, 1:30 - 2:30 pm, at Laurel Lake Mixing Place #1. Contact Steve Hockstra: 

shockstra@hudsonucc.org. 

ROMEOS, “Retired Older Men Eating Out”, will meet 12:30 pm Tuesday, February 12 and 26 at 

Lager and Vine for lunch and fellowship. Contact Henry Vigor: hkvigor@windstream.net. 

He Changed the World! Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and ministry changed the world! Join 

us Thursdays, February 7 - 28, as we continue our study of Jesus in the book of Matthew. Please let 

the church office know that you will be coming by emailing churchoffice@hudsonucc.org.  

Morning: 10:00 – 11:30 am 

Evening: 7:00 – 8:30 pm 

Childcare is available for the evening sessions upon request.  

Questions? Contact Steve Hockstra: shockstra@hudsonucc.org. 

Interfaith Group: This group’s mission is to study other world religions and connect with those 

of other faiths. Contact Van Carter: interfaithucc@gmail.com. 

The Bridge Club: Mothers of teens and young adults meet monthly for friendship and support 

as they transition to a new phase of life. For information about our meetings or Winter Retreat, contact 

Katie Morgan: KMorgan@hudsonucc.org. 

SMALL HOME STUDY GROUPS: Connecting … Equipping … Transforming 

Do you want to grow in your faith while connecting with others? 

Are you curious about what a small home study group offers? 

Are you interested in joining or forming a small home study group? 

Small home study groups offer social connections, trust, faith, fun, and fellowship and are now form-

ing. If you are interested in learning more or have questions, email Bob Carleton at                            

bobcarleton@adjob.com. 

Adult Faith Formation 

mailto:Trip.Kern@gmail.com
mailto:mclibby64@aol.com
mailto:shockstra@hudsonucc.org
mailto:Shockstra@hudsonucc.org
mailto:hkvigor@windtream.net
mailto:churchoffice@hudsonucc.org
mailto:shockstra@hudsonucc.org
mailto:interfaithucc@gmail.com
mailto:KMorgan@hudsonucc.org
mailto:bobcarleton@adjob.com
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By now we hope you have heard about SALT, our new version of high school ministry. We are so excited 

for this adventure to officially begin. In a nutshell, we are keeping what you love about our Sunday eve-

nings, and adding in three new ways to connect, serve, and grow here at First Congregational. SALT hap-

pens on a four week rotation: Serve, Activity, Learn, Together. Here’s what’s in store for February: 

February 3 SERVE:  Our service project and our second ASP meeting come together in one great 

event. We will build birdhouses to take to the families we will serve this summer in Appalachia. We’ll 

meet in Fellowship Hall 4:00 - 5:30 pm to brush up on some tool knowledge and build our birdhouses. 

After that, feel free to join us in the Youth Room for pizza and a Super Bowl viewing party until 7:30 pm. 

February 10 TOGETHER:  6:00 - 7:30 pm we are here at church for some thoughtful discussion in 

small groups. This is a chance to connect with each other and share our faith in a more reflective way. We 

have chosen a few great books to use as jumping off points for our conversations.  

February 17 ACTIVITY:  We will have our first offsite activity. Plans are still in the works – stay 

tuned for details in your weekly emails.  

February 24 LEARN:  6:00 - 7:30 pm we are here in the Youth Room for snacks, games, a lesson, and 

discussion. 

We are so excited for you to be a part of all that we have planned! 

MIDDLE SCHOOL MINISTRY 

D&D continues to meet every week, 3:00 - 5:00 pm, with some fun additions to our program. A month 

that includes the Super Bowl, Valentine’s Day and a long holiday weekend promises to be a fun one!  

Confirmation class will meet on February 3 in the Activity Room at 10:30 am. Do not go to the 10:30 

service, come right downstairs to our meeting! We’ll start with brunch (yay!), our meeting, and then 

attend the 11:59 am service. We will end at 12:30 pm, right after church. 

Youth Ministries 

Other Important February Dates in Youth Ministry 

     February 1 – ASP Final Payments Due 

     February 2 – Gennesaret, 9:00 am - 1:30 pm 

     February 3 – Confirmation Meeting, 10:30 am - 12:30 pm 

     February 13 – TPP Final Payments Due 

     February 13 – Power Up Breakfast for HS, 8:45 am - 9:15 am 

Breakfast Club and The Nine continue to meet at their regular weekly times 10:30 am and 9:00 am.  

HIGH SCHOOL MINISTRY 
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Children’s Ministries 

Family Game Afternoon 

Ready for a fun afternoon playing games with your family and friends? Us too! We will have snacks 

and some fun games for all ages. Yep, we will even have Trouble and Monopoly, so you can pop on by 

and get your roll on. 

Who: Bring the whole family 

When: February 24 from 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Where: Fellowship Hall 

What to bring: One or two of your favorite games to share with others 

RSVP: JBarden@hudsonucc.org by February 21 

 

Hall Monitor Training 
 

Are you ready to rumble? Ok, well by rumble we mean to brace yourself for the inevitable toddler    

tackle-hug, close though, right? But really, we are looking for a few new hall monitors and will be host-

ing a Hall Monitor Training on Sunday, February 10 at about 10:45 (right after Children’s Message) un-

til about 11:30 at the downstairs check-in kiosk. If you were previously trained and looking for a refresh-

er, we would be happy to have you too. To sign-up for Hall Monitor Training, please email me at 

DBuchanan@hudsonucc.org. 

Women’s Ensemble 

Do you have a 2019 resolution to learn a new skill, be creative or meet new people?  Our pop-up women's 

ensemble might be just for you!  Please join us for an hour of singing and fellowship on three Thursdays, 

February 7, 14, 21, 7:00 - 8:00 pm, with a performance on Sunday, February 24 for both the 9 and 10:30 ser-

vices.  Please be in touch if you need childcare secured for these dates.  If you’re looking for a way to re-

connect with your creative side, meet new people, or try something new, please join us! Can’t make all 

rehearsals? No problem! Email Charlotte at cplank@hudsonucc.org to get involved.  

Ladies In Fellowship Together (LIFT) - Thursday, February 14 at noon in 

Fellowship Hall. We will be serving tea, tea sandwiches, salad, scones and dessert 

prepared by our very own Pat Hoag. Bring your favorite tea cup and enter our tea 

cup contest! The tea will include the program, “Wellness Through the Senses” pre-

sented by Lynn Hermensky from the Hospice of the Western Reserve and will pro-

vide advice regarding the five senses and their impact on combating daily stressors 

through wellness methods. Cost is $10 per person; make checks payable to FCCH 

with TEA in the memo line. Please sign up via the church office or the Connection Card. Reservation 

deadline is Monday, February 11. 

New Member Sponsors 

Anyone interested in sponsoring a new member into our church - contact Pat Hoag at (330) 472-2385. 

This is a small job with large benefits, entails a very short time getting to know our new members and 

will be very rewarding! 

mailto:jbarden@hudsonucc.org
mailto:DBuchanan@hudsonucc.org
mailto:cplank@hudsonucc.org
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 On Sunday, March 3, our fifth annual choral/orchestral collaboration will be pre-

sented at both the 9:00 and 10:30 services. It has provided an excellent opportunity to 

engage amateur singers from Hudson and beyond, as we explore some of the world’s 

greatest sacred choral music. The orchestra mostly consists of my friends from the 

Akron Symphony Orchestra, and both our soloists have sung solo work with the 

ASO. 

 We began this journey in 2015 with the Fauré Requiem. After doing some research, including a visit to 

La Madeleine in Paris, I concluded that the way this piece is currently performed is NOT the Requiem that 

Gabriel Fauré intended. So, we did a version that very much resembled the original performance of 1890 

at La Madeleine, and it was very well received, especially from the singers and instrumentalists who had 

been familiar with current performance practice concerning this piece. 

 The following year, we sang Morten Lauridsen’s Lux Aeterna which includes the famous O Nata Lux, 

which was written less than 20 years ago. It represents modern American sacred music. I believe we have 

a responsibility to perform modern American music, especially in light of the historic church in which we 

worship. When our current church building was dedicated, When Johnny Comes Marching Home and Tent-

ing Tonight on the Old Campground was the new music of the day. And back then, our congregants no 

doubt found it disturbing and modern. Nothing has changed. 

 In 2017, we celebrated the 25th anniversary of the installation of our fabulous pipe organ, so we decid-

ed to feature it with an organ concerto. Charlotte brilliantly played the Handel Organ Concerto, Op. 4, 

No. 4 with chamber orchestra. It seems obvious, but just about the only place you can hear great organ 

music, including concertos, is in church. And if you don’t hear it in church, you probably don’t know 

about it. This is a somewhat sad commentary, since many people don’t go to church regularly anymore, 

and so are never exposed to great organ music. 

 In the late spring of that year, we took our motley little group of singers and instrumentalists to Car-

negie Hall and presented the Fauré Requiem as we had here at our church in 2015. It received a very posi-

tive New York review and changed the lives of many of our participants. 

 Last year, our community of singers was joined by members of Bath Church UCC and we performed 

J.S. Bach’s Easter Cantata #4, Christ lag in todesbanden, sung in German. It is one of the greatest cantatas 

that Bach ever wrote. Accompanied again by chamber orchestra, the piece featured several wonderful so-

loists, including our own Susan Wozniak and Rev. Daniel Doty, the pastor of Bath UCC, with whom I 

sang at BGSU.  

 On March 3, 2019, we will present Dona Nobis Pacem, written by the British composer Ralph Vaughan 

Williams, and sung in English. We will be featuring the Midwest premiere of a brand-new chamber or-

chestration by Jonathan Rathbone. Some pundits have christened it an anti-war cantata, but I think it is 

fairer to say that, through the poetic imagery of Walt Whitman, war is presented in an unrelenting, realis-

tic way. It is an amazing and moving piece. Please bring your friends, family, neighbors and anyone who 

loves great music (and the poetry of Walt Whitman!) 

See you in church!  Tom 

Music Ministries 
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“Earn a reputation for living well in God’s eyes and the eyes of the people. Trust God from the 

bottom of your heart; don’t try to figure out everything on your own. Listen for God’s voice in 

everything you do, everywhere you go; he’s the one who will keep you on track.”   

Proverbs 3:3-6 

 

 Living well. Your doctor has agreed you should get more exercise and you know 

you would feel better if you could just get started! However, working into your rou-

tine takes a lot of determination, and sticking to it in the long term requires discipline. 

If you are not sure how to begin, here are some tips to help you stay on track. 

 First of all, understand why you should exercise. Its greatest benefits include helping you achieve and 

maintain a healthy body weight, maintain muscle mass and reduce your risk of chronic disease. Research 

has shown that exercise can lift your mood, boost your mental health, help you sleep better and even en-

hance your sex life. It can also help you maintain good energy levels. In short, exercise is powerful and can 

change your life. 

 Secondly, be realistic (Get that exercise “prescription” from your doctor!). Know what you are capable 

of doing and what will keep you motivated to continue moving. Start slow and introduce your body to 

movement one step at a time. The common six types of exercise are aerobic, strength, calisthenics, high 

intensity interval training, balance or stability, and flexibility. If you are older or are just starting to exer-

cise, remember that there is benefit in strengthening, balance and flexibility with less chance of injuring 

muscles and tendons. Listen to your body. 

 Next, try to create a plan that includes attainable goals. Start with a plan of easy steps to follow. Most 

marathon runners didn’t start by running over 26 miles the first day. They ran a mile and increased the 

number of miles on a schedule. Starting with small goals will increase chances of success and keep you 

motivated. If you want to accomplish a two mile walk at a brisk pace without being winded, start with a 

mile at a slower pace and increase as you are able. Log your progress. ENJOY what you are doing! 

 Make it a habit. If possible, replace an unhealthy habit with a new healthy habit. Tired after work and 

need a snack? Get nuts or dried fruit and take a walk instead of sitting down. Television a part of your 

evening? Stand up and march in place or use some weights for 30 minutes while you watch! Our bodies 

were designed to move. 

 Don’t compare! God made you uniquely with your own set of talents. Be proud of you! Appreciate 

the qualities that you possess and give yourself a pat on the back for your accomplishments. Your neigh-

bor runs ten miles a day while you walk two - that’s okay. Feel good and take care of your body. 

 Live your life in the glory of the day God has made!   

In His Name, Kathy 

Winter Activity -  During the winter months feel free to “Walk the Hall.” Walking 24 laps around 

Fellowship Hall is approximately a mile. Boring? The four corners will be set up for doing simple aerobic, 

strengthening, balance, and stretching exercises to help break up the monotony. Monday through Friday 

whenever Fellowship Hall is not occupied. Stop in! 

Health Ministries 

There will not be a FYI Luncheon in February. Mark your calendars, the next FYI 

Luncheon will be on Monday, March 18. 
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 Trinity Household/Clothing Mission Looking for Winter Items  
Place your donations in the blue bin by the coat rack or the wooden cabinet in the stairwell. No food, please!  

Greatest Needs (in good, re-usable condition, please): 

• Sheet sets, blankets, comforters – King, Queen, Full, Twin 

• Coats & jackets for all, adults and children’s, gloves, hats, scarves for all ages & sizes 

• Towels, washcloths, sleeping pillows (new or very good condition) 

• Throw rugs, shower curtains & hooks 

• Pots & pans, kitchen items (no knives) 

• Preschool and Toddler clothing, sizes 2T – 5 (We never have enough toddler clothing!) 

• Shoes: men, women, children, toddlers 

• Jeans for men (especially smaller waist sizes) 

• Sweaters and sweatshirts for adults & children 

Thank you! Questions? Please contact Sandy Miller at sandyxd91@gmail.com or 216-310-1489 

 

Missions and Outreach 

Drivers Wanted – Called to Care 

Looking for a way to make an impact in the life of one of your fellow FCCH members?  Then consider 

joining the Called to Care Drivers’ Team.  Drivers provide rides to the occasional medical appointment 

or treatment our members may have.  It’s a great way to touch another person’s life, get to know them, 

and meet an important need.  Interested?  Please check the back of the Connection Card or let Peter 

Wiley, Jeanette Brodersen, or Kathy Yeakley know.   

Thank You, “Lunch on Us” Volunteers! 

Since 2003, First Congregational Church of Hudson partnered with Miller Ave Church in this very worthwhile 

supplemental food program serving low income residents in the Summit Lake community. During this time, 

“Lunch on Us” has served thousands of meals. 2018 witnessed a marked drop off in the number of guests attending 

this monthly luncheon. After careful consideration, Miller Avenue Church has decided that Lunch on Us would 

not continue into 2019. 

 

On behalf of the FCCH Outreach Board and myself, we would like to thank the many members of our congregation 

who, over the past 15 years, provided baked goods, assisted in food preparation and served these Saturday meals at 

Miller Ave Church. Your efforts have made a huge difference in people’s lives and are sincerely appreciated! 

 

 - Meg Searle, FCCH coordinator for “Lunch on Us” 

A Free Luncheon! 

On February 8 there will be an open meeting and lunch in Fellowship Hall for Hudson Seniors over 65 

who would like to share their thoughts about senior citizen programs and services in Hudson. RSVP 

(24/7) to Cindy Murphy (EMS Hudson) at (330) 342-1842. Questions: contact Kathy Yeakley at        

kyeakley@hudsonucc.org. 

mailto:sandyxd91@gmail.com
mailto:kyeakley@hudsonucc.org
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Here are some disturbing statistics:  

• Homeless children in families comprise the fastest growing group of homeless persons in the 

United States. 

• The average age of a homeless person in the United States is just nine years old. 

• 1 in every 30 children, approx. 2.5 million, experience homelessness every year.  

Step in, Family Promise of Summit County. Family Promise offers families a bridge out of despair into 

hope as they battle one of the toughest obstacles of their lives. While many programs must separate chil-

dren from their families during a homeless crisis, Family Promise’s mission is to help families with chil-

dren stay together while they achieve sustainable independence. 

First Congregational Church of Hudson has partnered with Family Promise for over 14 years as a Host 

Congregation providing hospitality to guest families in the way of meals, overnight accommodations, 

and a friendly face. As one of 12 Akron-area churches, our church hosts Family Promise guests for one 

week every twelve weeks, from Sunday to Sunday, 5:30 pm – 7:30 am. Our Support Congregations, 

Christ Church Episcopal and St. Mary provide volunteers to support our efforts during our Host Weeks. 

The Mission Board invites you to a Family Promise Informational Meeting on Tuesday, February 5 at 

7:00 pm in the third Floor Youth Room. Find out how you can support our host week as a Family Prom-

ise Volunteer! Beth Sosinski, our Family Promise Coordinator will present the many opportunities to 

volunteer your time and energy to this very worthwhile outreach effort. Refreshments will be served.  

Girl Scout Troop 90518 provided dinner to our Family Promise families in December. 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

9:00, 10:30 and 11:59 am Worship 
Live Stream of 10:30 and 11:59 

Services at our website and Facebook Live 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

 

Phone (330) 650-4048 

Fax (330) 656-1760 

www.hudsonucc.org 

 

 

 

WEDDING ~ Congratulations to: 

 Matt Waters and Mahtab Tehrani on their marriage January 12.      

 

Visit our members in Crown Center and Greenwood Care Centers at LAUREL LAKE: 

  Mike and Sue Baker, Ed Lutz, Lee Piersol, JoAnn Pope, Shirley Russell  

GARDENS OF THE WESTERN RESERVE: Trudie Baughman 

GRANDE VILLAGE RETIREMENT: Ruth Stilson 

THE HUDSON GRANDE: Vicki and Bill Butler, Doris Hill, Barry and Mary Lynn Reynolds 

MAPLEWOOD OF CUYAHOGA FALLS: John Blassingame 

MAPLEWOOD OF TWINSBURG: Barbara Venesy 

DANBURY OF CUYAHOGA FALLS: Marty Crichton 

ANNA MARIA OF AURORA: Marlys Anderson 

LIKE US at  
“First Congregational Church of Hudson”  

Comment & SHARE! 

CLERGY 

The Rev. Dr. Peter M. Wiley, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jeanette Brodersen, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Steve Hockstra, Associate Pastor  
  

PROGRAM STAFF 

Dee Buchanan, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 

Katie Morgan, Associate Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 

Jen Barden, Coordinator of Young Families 

Children’s Center and Education 

Callie Baylor, Director of Youth Ministries 

Amy Baldwin, Youth Ministries Assistant 

Dr. Thomas Scott, Director of  Music Ministries 

Charlotte Beers Plank, Organist 

Sue Wimer, Director of First Serve and Outreach 

Kathy Yeakley, Director of Health Ministries  

Emily Lopick, Director of Stewardship and Communication 

ADJUNCT CLERGY 

The Rev. Dr. Richard Clewell, Adjunct Minister 
The Rev. Jonathan Dodson, Chaplain, Laurel Lake Retirement Community 

The Rev. Janet Ross, Mission for Haiti/Amistad Chapel 

  

During the summer of 1986, Youth Minister Chris Nichols revamped the Senior 

High Youth Fellowship, renaming it “G.R.O.U.P.” (God Reaches Out to Unite Peo-

ple). In the fall, G.R.O.U.P. added Tuesday evening “Supper Club” meetings that 

focused on prayer, Bible study and related subjects. The result was a ten percent in-

crease in Sunday evening attendance and a growth in the Tuesday Supper Club from 

four to thirty members. Chris said the turning point for G.R.O.U.P. was a fall retreat 

to Jumonville, Pennsylvania. In the following spring, G.R.O.U.P. members went on a 

mission trip to Puerto Rico.     Frank Manak, Church Historian 
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Newcomers and Membership Informational Gathering   

February 6 and 10 
 
 Are you interested in learning more about First Congregational Church and how to become a       

member? Or do you know someone who might be interested in learning more about membership   
and our congregation?  Then, join us for these two sessions: 

 

    PART I          PART II 

    Wednesday, February 6      Sunday, February 10 

     

    (child care available)       (meal provided & child care available)  

 

 Come learn about First Congregational Church, its ministries, and the many ways to engage your faith 
wherever you are on life’s journey.  Those who choose to become members will do so in worship on 
Sunday, February 24. To sign up, check the back of the Connection Card or call (330) 650-4048. For 
more information, contact Rev. Jeanette Brodersen at (330) 650-4048, jbrodersen@hudsonucc.org. 

mailto:jbrodersen@hudsonucc.org

